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	Setting a good example?

A
For a lot of people, there is no doubt: the environmental changes that are happening are caused by human activity. Over 200 years of industrialization have had a very negative effect on the planet. Water and air pollution, a growing number of endangered species, and the loss of natural resources are just a few of the consequences.

B
These environmental problems are mostly the responsibility of Western countries. However, during the nineteenth century and most of the twentieth century, nobody was aware of the damage that we were causing. Now, the situation is different and ecologists in the West are warning that the new industrial nations in the developing world are damaging the planet too.

C
Over the last 30 years, people in the West have adopted a number of ‘green’ habits. Many people recycle materials, and leave their cars at home and cycle to work. However, the same people also listen to MP3 players or talk on mobile phones. In fact, thanks to the dramatic increase in the use of electronic gadgets, instead of reducing their carbon footprint, people in the UK are using 20% more energy at home than they were 20 years ago.

D
Our love of gadgets has no end, and the sale of these energy-consuming devices is going to increase in the near future. According to the Energy Saving Trust, in Britain, 45% of the electricity used in homes in 2020 will be powering computers and electronic gadgets. The International Energy Agency has predicted that the amount of energy used globally to power gadgets will have increased by 100% between 2009 and 2022. Perhaps before warning others about their environmentally damaging practices, we should first make a genuine effort to stop our own.



1
Find words in the text that mean:

1
threatened or at risk (paragraph A) _________________

2
knowing about something (paragraph B) _________________

3
harm or injury caused (paragraph B) _________________

4
small tools or devices that have particular uses 
(paragraph C) _________________

5
a measure of the amount of carbon dioxide that each person produces (paragraph C) _________________

2
Match 1–5 with A–E.

1
People in the West have acted in a more environmentally friendly way over this period of time.

2
The amount of extra energy that some people predict we will be using for gadgets in 2022.

3
When we started damaging the planet.

4
The amount of energy that computers and other devices will be using in British homes in 2020.

5
The amount of extra energy that people in the UK are now using compared with 20 years ago.


A
Over 200 years ago


B
20%


C
45%


D
100%


E
The last 30 years

3
Answer the questions. Use your own words and complete sentences.

1
What do a lot of people think are causing the changes to the environment?


________________________________________________


________________________________________________

2
Why are most environmental problems today the responsibility of Western countries?


________________________________________________


________________________________________________

3
What have people in the West been doing over the last 30 years?


________________________________________________


________________________________________________

4
What has been the result of our love of gadgets?


________________________________________________


________________________________________________

5
What is the writer’s conclusion?


________________________________________________


________________________________________________
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